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unprotected from it, that match burnt with a steady
flame clear down to the fingers that held it. He
was so astounded that he quite forgot to light his
pipe after all, but H.P.Bo only laughed and turned
away.

On another occasion during th^ voyage the first
officer made, in Madame Blavatsky^s presence,
some casual reference to what he would do on the
return voyage from Calcutta.  (The steamers go
round the coast from Bombay to Calcutta and back
again.) She interrupted him, saying :

" No, you will not do that, for you will not make
the return voyage at all. When you reach Calcutta
you will be appointed captain of another steamer,
and you will go in quite a different direction."

** Madame," said the first officer," I wish with all
my heart you might be right, but it is impossible.
It is true I hold a captain's certificate, but there are
many before me on the list for promotion. Besides,
I have signed an agreement to serve on this coasting
run for five years."

" All that does not matter," replied Madame
Blavatsky; "you will find it will all happen as I
tell you."

And it did', for when that steamer reached Cal-
cutta it was found that an unexpected vacancy had
occurred (I think through the sudden death of a
captain), and there was no one at hand who could
fill it but that same first officer. So the prophecy
which had seemed so impossible was literally
fulfilled.

These were points of no great importance in
themselves, but they implied a great deal, and their
influence on me was in an indirect manner very
great. For in less than a year after that conversa-
tion, Mr. Sinnett's book, The Occult World, fell into